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Within this document we have highlighted the tier 3 subject specific vocabulary for each of our History units. This document identifies when specific vocabulary is first taught, but it is then revisited and retrieved over time to ensure 
that it stays in the children’s long-term memory. The same vocabulary used by a child in Key Stage will be used in different contexts and at a deeper level. Alongside this sits our Historical Vocabulary Progression grid, where we have 
identified key vocabulary which we expect the children to confidently use and understand by the end of that teaching phase (EYFS/KS1/LKS2/UKS2), and is built upon and developed as a child makes their way through school. This 
includes our Golden Threads for our History curriculum of: Diversity, Settlement, Conflict & Invasion and Transport. 
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Tier 3 Unit 
Specific 

Vocabulary 

EYFS 
(Taken from the EYFS Vocabulary Progression Document) 

Year 1 & 2 

Cycle A Cycle B 

Autumn Spring Summer 
Great Fire of 

London 
The Space Race Florence Nightingale Hose in the Past History of Flight Rosa Parks 

Significant 
Locations 

Hose 
village 
place 
world 
Bethlehem 

Melton 
town 
city 
country 

The UK 
local area 

London 
River Tames 
Pudding Lane 
St. Paul’s Cathedral 

Russia 
America 
Britain 

Russia 
France 
Britain 
Turkey 

Hose 
Melton Mowbray 
Leicestershire 
England 
Hose Primary School 
St Michael & All Angels Church 

America 
Ohio 
London 
Australia 

America 
England 
Britain 

Significant 
Individuals 

Jesus, God 
Mary/Joseph 
pet, family 
parents 
grandparents 

People & their specific job 
titles (e.g. fire service, 
police officer) 
Muslim 

humans Samuel Pepys 
Thomas Farriner 
King Charles II 
president 

Neil Armstrong 
Helen Sharman 
Yuri Gagarin 
NASA 

Florence Nightingale/ 
Lady of the Lamp 

relatives Orville & Wilbur Wright 
Amy Johnson 

Rosa Parks 

Key Vocabulary 

Christian 
stable 
manger 
nativity 
harvest 
 
 

 community fire hook 
fire squirt 
fire break 
embers 
leather bucket 
flammable 

Mission, exploration 
Orbit, cosmonaut 
Rocket, satellite 
Apollo 11, Sputnik 

Crimean War, charity 
Unsanitary, soldier 
injury, conditions 
cleanliness 

material aviation 
glider 
aircraft 
engine 
flight 

Refuse, boycott 
protest, arrest 
rights, race 
comply 

Tier 3 Unit 
Specific 

Vocabulary 

Year 3 & 4 Year 5 & 6 

Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B 

Ancient 
Greeks 

The Stone 
Age 

Roman Empire 
Ancient 

Egyptians 
Saxons & Scots 

Melton’s Food 
History 

Bronze & Iron 
Age 

Martin Luther 
King 

The Vikings Mayans 
Industrial 

Revolution 
Leicestershire in the 

IR 

Significant 
Locations 

Athens 
Acropolis 
Sparta 
Olympia 

Skara Brae Rome 
Italy 
Britain Colchester 

Egypt 
Valley of the Kings 
River Nile 
Great Pyramid of 
Giza 

Germany 
Scotland 

Long Clawson 
Dairy Lane, Hose 
Mount Pleasant 
Farm 
Long Clawson Dairy 

Britain Atlanta 
Georgia 
Washington D.C. 

Danelaw 
Wessex 
Scandanavia 
(Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden) 
Valhalla 

Mexico 
Central America 
Mesoamerica 
Middleworld 
Upperworld 
Underworld 

Britain Britain, Leicester 
Grantham Canal 
Hose Tunnel 
Glenfield Tunnel 
Long Clawson & Hose 
Railway 
Leicester Swannington 
Railway Network 

Significant 
Individuals 

Alexander the 
Great 

 Boudica 
Iceni tribe 
Celts 
Julius Caesar 
Claudius 

Tutankhamun 
Howard Carer 
Cleopatra 

Vortigen 
St Bede 
St Augustine 

Thomas Hoe 
Stevenson 
Mary Dickinson 

The Beaker People Martin Luther King Danes 
King Alfred of 
Wessex 
 
 

Pakal the Great 
deities 

Thomas Newcomen 
James Watt 
James Hargreaves 
Queen Victoria 
Luddites 

James Brindley 
George & Robert Stephenson 
Queen Victoria 
 

Key Vocabulary 

Olympics 
city-state 
democracy 

hunter-gather 
wattle & daub 
flint 
cave paintings 

empire 
emperor 
centurion 
fort 
legion 
warrior 
system 
conquest 

afterlife 
archaeologist 
Pyramid 
irrigation 
Egyptologist 
pharaoh 
tomb 
hieroglyphics 

Angles, Anglo-Saxons 
Picts, Saxons 
Scots, Jutes 
hoard, invasion 
conquer, plunder 
pagan 

independent 
Stilton 
renowned 
production 
 

Bronze 
iron 
beaker 
hill fort 
smelt 
technological 
advancements 

Civil Rights Act 
activism 
assassination 
legacy 

Chieftain, conquer 
invaders, raiders 
runes, society 
tribe, longboat 
longhouses 

Merchants, rituals 
hierarchy, sacrifice 
economy, monument 
codex, codices 
agriculture 

Industrial Revolution 
manufacture 
revolution, industry 
mining, distribution 
child labour 
mass production 
reformation, condition 

Society, industry 
manufacture, engineering 
revolution, production 
distribution 
railway/canal systems 
revolutionise, textile 
income 

 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/hose-cofe-melton/UploadedDocument/f31bf864-ef06-4131-9e4d-62b6eea46e80/progression-of-vocabulary-in-eyfs-2024-2025.pdf


This progression grid identifies the key vocabulary which we expect the children to confidently use and understand by the end of the teaching phase (EYFS/KS1/LKS2/UKS2) they are currently in. Vocabulary is built upon and developed 

as a child makes their way through school and each curriculum cycle. This includes our Golden Threads for our History curriculum of: Diversity, Settlement, Conflict & Invasion and Transport. 

 

Historical Vocabulary 
Progression 

EYFS 
(Taken from the EYFS Vocabulary Progression Document) 

Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

G
o

ld
en

 T
h

re
ad

s 

Diversity 

celebrate 
feelings 
different 
kindness 
together 

care 
aim 
goal 
encourage 
responsibility 

respect 
unique 
belong 
characteristics 

male/female 
gender 
race 
rights 
discrimination 
fair 

democracy 
understanding 
representation 
equal 

civil rights 
prejudice 
diversity 
equality 

Settlement 

Hose 
village 
place 
world 
land 

Melton 
town 
city 
country 

The UK 
local area 
community 

architecture 
rural 
materials 
settlement 

empire 
civilisation 
society 
migration 
tribe 
trade 
exchange 

society 
monuments 
hierarchy 
economy 
agriculture 

Conflict & Invasion 

choice  consent 
behaviour 
extinct 

competition 
comply 
arrest 
boycott 
protest 
refuse 

rivalry 
conquer 
invasion 
conflict 

assassination 
segregation 

Transportation 

travel transport  aircraft 
glider 
engine 
aviation 
flight 

migration 
farming 
 

distribution 
railway/canal systems 

Chronology 

before 
after 
today 
yesterday 
Autumn 
Winter 

a long time ago 
old 
new 
Spring 

past 
present 
future 
Summer 
order 

timeline 
modern 
recent 
sequence 
event 

ancient 
prehistoric 
BC 
AD 
century 
lifetime 
within/beyond living memory 

transition 
chronology 
chronological 
revolution 
era 
cause 
consequence 

Historical Enquiry & 
Communication 

Different, the same 
ask, find out, look 
watch 
listen 

question 
answer 
observe 
share 
tell 

discover 
research 
present 
explain 

Compare, invention  
Diary, source, photograph 
Technology, newspaper 
object, eye witness, summarise 
success 

Contrast, development  
artefact 
primary/secondary source 
evidence, informed decision 
historical significance, viewpoint 
balanced, impact, conclude 
reliable 

Legacy, reformation 
technological advancements 
Showcase, propaganda 
Deduce, credible 
census, accuracy 
interpretation, justify 
records, criteria 
significance 
analyse 
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