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Values

We give our children the chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially
and spiritually so that they might prosper and flourish in all that they do.

The purpose of our curriculum at Hose Church of England Primary School is to open the door to the
world beyond our village for our children. We aspire for our children to leave Hose full of knowledge
and wonder for the world they live in and to be ready to take on challenges with confidence and
pride. To achieve this, we know we must start with the strongest foundations in our Early Years
provision because “Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to fulfil their
potential” (DfCSF, 2012).

Aims and Objectives

At Hose Church of England Primary School, we aim to offer a balanced and broad curriculum which
enables us to:

e Provide all children with a caring, inclusive and nurturing environment where they feel safe,
secure and happy to learn.

e Promote the holistic development of the child, viewing each child as an individual and
showing sensitivity to additional needs.

e Deliver a child-centered curriculum, linking to their interests and curiosities, inspiring
creativity and a love of learning.

o Develop relationships with parents and carers and involve them in their child’s education,
fostering strong home-school partnerships.

The EYFS Curriculum Aims

The EYFS is based around 4 themes:
1. A Unique Child

We recognise that every child is a unique individual and that children develop at different rates. We
support our children to become resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. We believe children
achieve best through varied learning experiences that support them to be confident, happy and and
have a passion for life-long learning. Our aim is that each and every child is given the best possible
opportunity to reach their potential, regardless of their starting points, and value and respect all
children and families equally.

2. Positive Relationships

We know that children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. We foster
relationships with our pupils so that they feel valued and cared for, whilst supporting them to
become increasingly independent and resilient to everyday challenges.

We recognise that parents and carers are a child’s first and most enduring educators and value our
partnership with them in their child’s education. We prepare the children before starting school with
a gradual induction process, including multiple visits/stay and play sessions, where we encourage
parents to come along and spend time with their child in their new setting and get to know the staff
team. We operate an open-door policy, where we welcome parents to come and speak to us any
time. Throughout the year, there will be opportunities to visit us in school and join in with classroom
sessions as well as planned parent’s evenings. We also welcome parents throughout the year to
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assemblies and celebrations. Tapestry is used to keep parents up to date with their child’s learning
journey and can be used to share moments of home learning in class ‘Tapestry Time’ sessions.

3. Enabling Environments

The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s learning and development.
We believe in providing an exciting, safe and stimulating environment which enables every child to
experience rich learning opportunities, through play and purposeful teaching. Through continuous
provision, in access to both the indoors and the outdoors, the children feel safe and secure in their
familiar environments and have endless, open opportunities to experience challenge, explore, and
set and achieve their own goals. The continuous provision is adapted and added to, to meet the
varying needs of the children and spark further interest, through access to open-ended resources
and a well-stocked classroom and outdoor area.

4. Learning and Development

We recognise that children develop at different rates and teach by ensuring children have access to
play and challenge, through the Prime and Specific areas, whilst fostering the Characteristics of
Effective Learning. Our Foundation Stage curriculum reflects the areas of learning identified in the
EYFS curriculum and helps children to achieve the Early Learning Goals.

The 2021 Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) aims to ensure that all
pupils develop their skills across the 3 Prime Areas and 4 Specific Areas of learning:

Prime Areas:

1. Communication and Language
2. Physical Development
3. Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Specific Areas:

1. Literacy

2. Mathematics

3. Understanding the World
4. Expressive Arts and Design

These 7 areas are inter-connected and interwoven into our continuous provision and teaching
sessions. The Prime Areas are particularly crucial for development and learning and lay vital
foundations in the EYFS, building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.

Characteristics of Effective Learning

We ensure that our environment and delivery of the curriculum incorporates the Characteristics of
Effective Learning:

1. Playing and Exploring
Children have the opportunity to be engaged, find out, explore, investigate and ‘have a go’.

2. Active learning

Children have the time and space to become deeply involved in the learning, show higher levels of
engagement and concentration, develop their resilience when challenges occur and enjoy their
achievements.

3. Creating and thinking critically
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Children are encouraged and supported to develop their own ideas, think critically, make links and
develop strategies for doing things.

Curriculum Provision

In formulating our curriculum, we have carefully considered the needs of our children at Hose, their
starting points and the key knowledge and skills that they need not only to access the Key Stage 1
curriculum, but as the firm foundations for learning and life itself. We recognise that we begin the
building blocks that start the education journey of our youngest pupils. We identify how key skills
and knowledge progress throughout the year and identify themes for learning within each term to
ensure a well-rounded knowledge as they complete their first year of school. We plan opportunities
that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, interests and experiences and develop their
confidence and self-esteem. Curriculum links have been identified with the teaching of subjects such
as History and Science across the school and are built into our continuous provision and planned
learning opportunities. These can be seen in our EYFS Curriculum Links documents.

Teaching and Learning

Alongside these pre-planned and sequential curriculum elements, we recognise the value of
planning around the children’s varying needs and interests. Within this, we understand the
importance of play and learning opportunities that are presented within it, by seizing the moment to
support a child to make progress. We observe and facilitate next steps, based on what the children
are already deeply involved in. We use quality interactions to draw out the children’s knowledge and
build on it there and then, in a way that is most meaningful to the child within their play.

This means that we see the teachable moment (Learning, Playing and Interacting — DfCSF) from the
child’s perspective and know when to step back, observe and intervene to support learning. The best
levels of involvement are seen when children initiate their own play. As such, children are provided
with the time to explore their interests, make discoveries and build upon their knowledge and skills
through practical and hands-on experiences that are relevant to them.

The children also have extended time to access continuous provision and play, both indoors and
outdoors. Continuous provision refers to the areas and resources laid out in a classroom to stimulate
learning by way of play and exploration. Within each of these areas of provision, children have
access to a core range of resources, in addition to new provocations to stimulate further learning.
Planning effectively for continuous provision is crucial and involves consideration of classroom
layout and resourcing that enables us to offer a breadth of learning opportunities.

For these less directed periods, we refer to the definition of early years teaching set out by Ofsted:

“Teaching should not be taken to imply a ‘top down’ or formal way of working. It is a broad term
which covers the many different ways in which adults help young children learn. It includes their
interactions with children during planned and child-initiated play and activities: communicating and
modelling language, showing, explaining, demonstrating, exploring ideas, encouraging, questioning,
recalling, providing a narrative for what they are doing, facilitating and setting challenges.” (Ofsted,
2015).

The children are also taught daily Phonics and Maths sessions, as well as other carpet sessions for
singing, sharing and storytelling. We utilise story scribing and story acting to develop writing and
Literacy skills and develop children’s oracy and the teaching of talk.

Why this approach?

e Levels of engagement are higher.
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e Children develop independence and take ownership of their learning.

e Learning takes place over time, not just within a ‘lesson’.

e Children have more time and opportunity to hear and use vocabulary in meaningful contexts
(Hart & Risley, 2005).

e Children have opportunities to apply learning in many different contexts to develop deeper
understanding,

e They are able to return to concepts in many different ways over time, naturally linking to
other areas.

e Adults have more flexibility to personalize learning where required for individuals within the
day.

e Children learn and develop skills that are beneficial for life-long learning such as curiosity,
imagination, initiative, determination, perseverance, risk-taking, energy, fascination, focus,
attention to detail, resilience, enjoyment of challenge, pride, problem solving, ability to plan
ahead, flexibility and cooperation.

Early Language, Reading & Mathematics

At Hose C of E, we provide a language-rich environment in which quality talk is valued and the skills
of oracy (or the teaching of ‘talk’) are initiated from their first days at school. Staff recognise the
importance of their role as modellers of talk and developers of vocabulary. Children are taught to
read and write through our chosen SSP Sounds-Write (please see separate policy). Children are given
reading books that reflect their phonic knowledge and encouraged to practise their reading both in
and out of school, with the extra motivation of reading rewards. This sits alongside the development
of children’s speaking, listening and language skills which are crucial for developing children’s
comprehension and vocabulary. We strive to promote a love of reading through daily story time,
with carefully chosen books and poems as part of our reading/poetry spine. We use additional
carpet sessions to focus on singing, sharing and storytelling and utilise story scribing and story acting
to develop early literacy skills.

Maths is taught through practical and hands-on carpet sessions that focus on children’s
understanding of number and concepts of shape, space and measure. We recognise that maths is all
around us and that mathematical learning can take place at any time. The classroom and outdoor
environments are therefore carefully planned and resourced utilised to further develop children’s
mathematical skills and understanding.

Equal Opportunities

Each child is recognised as an individual in our learning community and adaptions will always be
made to support every child to thrive. We will therefore adapt and ensure that:

e All pupils, including those with SEND, will have access to a broad and balanced EYFS
curriculum.

e  Pupils with SEND are supported to achieve.

e The curriculum is taught in a way that respects and values the diversity of our school
community and allows children to learn about life beyond the village’s doors.

e Adaptive teaching approaches are utilised in all lessons to provide appropriate levels of
support and to ensure all pupils can make progress.

e The curriculum is inclusive and accessible to all pupils, regardless of their background or
ability.
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Assessment and Feedback

Ongoing assessment is an integral part of a child’s learning and development. Staff observe pupils to
identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These observations are then utilised
to identify next steps and shape planning. Learning moments are recorded on Tapestry or may be
documented in children’s books, when appropriate.

During the first 6 weeks in Foundation Stage, staff assess the current attainment of each child using
the statutory Reception Baseline Assessment.

The Foundation Stage Profile is the nationally employed assessment tool that enables teachers to
record their observations at the end of the Foundation Stage and to summarise the children’s
progress towards the Early Learning Goals. It covers each of the seven areas of learning contained in
the curriculum guidance for the Foundation Stage. We record each child’s level of development
agains the 17 Early Learning Goals (ELGs) as ‘Emerging’ or ‘Expected’. At the end of the academic
year, statutory data is submitted in relation to the child’s achievement of a Good Level of
Development (GLD).

Parents and carers are encouraged to get in touch at any point for further information on their
child’s development.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The EYFS lead is responsible for monitoring the quality of provision in the EYFS, as well as the
effectiveness of the curriculum implementation. This includes through the use of lesson visits,
discussions with pupils and book-looks. Regular reviews of the curriculum ensure that it remains
relevant, engaging and continues to fulfil the curriculum aims.

Photographs & Recording

12.1 Employees must only take photographs/videos of pupils and their colleagues for school
purposes in accordance with the school’s procedures as outlined in the School’s Social Media and
Child Protection Policies.

12.2 Photographs taken for official school use may be covered by the Data Protection Act 2018
or the Keeping children safe in education (KCSIE) document, and pupils and employees should be
advised of the reasons why any photographs or videos are being taken.

12.3 Where images of pupils or employees are used for publicity purposes, appropriate consent of
the individual concerned, and their parents/carer must be obtained. Images must not be displayed
on websites, in publications or in a public place without explicit consent.

12.4 Employees taking photos for school purposes must only do so using school equipment, but
where such equipment is not available then personal devices can be used. In using a personal
device, staff must ensure that:

*  photos or videos are not uploaded to their personal cloud-based storage;

*  photos or videos are, at the earliest opportunities forwarded to a school email address or
uploaded onto Tapestry and then deleted from personal devices;

*  photos and videos are not to be forwarded to unsecure email addresses

* permission is sought from the Head Teacher before photographs/video is taken

12.5 Employees who are not clear on the use, collection or handling of data, including
photography or recordings, must seek advice either from the Head Teacher or the school’s Data
Protection Officer. Ignorance regarding Data Protection regulations cannot be used as an excuse for
failing to comply with the requirements and will be treated as a serious issue.

Page 6 of 7



Summary of Expectations from Ofsted

e Leadership and Management: Effective leadership that drives improvement and ensures
high-quality provision.

e Quality of Education: A well-structured curriculum that meets the needs and interests of all
children, supporting progression and sustained learning.

e Personal Development: Promoting children’s emotional well-being, resilience and respect
for others.

e Behaviour and Attitudes: Cultivating positive behaviours, communication, and social skills
among children.

e Outcomes for Children: Children demonstrate a good level of development and are well-
prepared for the next stage of their education.

Page 7 of 7



